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Abstract:

The world is more and more tense, more and more conflictual. The states haven’t fully
recovered after the global economic crisis of 2008, and experienced a health crisis, in 2020,
which became the worst one in human history. It could not be said that the health crisis was
officially ended and the war against Ukraine astonished the world at the beginning of 2022. The
war didn’t end either thatin October 2023 a terrorist attack against Israel, disturbs the pace
that same how existed in the Gaza Strip. And what about the excessive population growth, the
environmental degradation caused by the excessive pollution, the suffocation of overpopulated
cities, the depletion of non-renewable resources, the melting glaciers, and so on? Should the
2030 Agenda be set aside? Or wouldn 't we avoid the crises if we would be much more into “the
well-being of every human of our planet and of the next generations ”?
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INTRODUCTION

The world faced the Greate Depression, the global economic crisis from 1933, caused by
the phenomenon of overproduction. It was a devastating crisis for all the countries over the world,
the highly industrialized ones, as well as the less developed ones. World trade has dropped
dramatically, many businesses are forced to declare bankruptcy, budget revenues are deeply
affected, as well as those of the population's households. Inflation exploded rapidly, many people
were left without a job, being fired. In the USA, from 3.5 million unemployed before the crisis, it
reached 15 million during the crisis. The Great Depression ended at different times for the
countries of the world and led to political transformations that pushed them to the extremes, either
left or right. Liberal democratic societies becamed out of the crisis strongly weaked and turned
into dictatorships. An example in this sense is Germany, a powerful state that choosed Adolf
Hitler as a leader, or better said as a dictator. And it is not an accidental example, because it is
what leded to the Second World War in 1939.

Then another financial crisis, another global economic crisis in fact, strikes the world in
2008. The american investors lost their trust in the american security mortgage system, leading to
a liquidity crisis. As a response, The FED, The Bank of England and The Central European Bank
react by a substantial injection of capital into the financial markets. The stock exchanges
collepsed, and quicly a lots of aerican banks and ensurance companies bankroupted. What started
as a subprime mortgage market crisis later turned into a full-scale global financial crisis and
recession. It caused the falling of the housing prices and the unemployment to spike. The
recession officially ended in 2009, but many states continued to suffer long after, especially the
USA, where the unemployment rate reached 10% in 2009 and was restored to pre-crisis levels
only in 2016.

The global economic crisis of 2008 also deeply affected the EU, generating an existential
crisis for the euro single currency and serious turbulence in financial markets. The economies of
the member states were affected, the recovery being very difficult and long-lasting. Thus, at the
end of 2013, Barroso declared that extremely difficult times had been overcome, but signs of
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recovery were still very weak and he stressed the need for the EU to analyze and coordinate its
policies so that "every euro spent should have maximum impact in terms of growth and
competitiveness". In the summer of 2014, Jean-Claude Juncker, in his capacity as the new
president of the European Commission, also declared that we must be more efficient in using and
bringing to a common denominator the tools of the Union's external actions. Commercial policy,
development aid policy, active participation in international financial institutions and
neighborhood policy, are tools that must be combined and activated according to a single logic.

Between the crises above are 75 years. Of course, not everything was fine along the
period. Important issues, set aside for too long, like: excessive population growth, environmental
degradation caused by the excessive pollution, the suffocation of overpopulated cities, the
depletion of non-renewable resources, the melting glaciers, the excessive consumption of any
kind, the hunger and poverty that have worsened in certain areas of the world, the violation of
human rights in others, and so on, were constantly highlighted, because they were becoming more
and more threatening to humanity.

It took only a decade and a bit (12 years) for another global crisis to appear. Not all the
states did fully recovered after the 2008 crisis effects but they all had to face a new crisis. This
time, it was a health crisis, one so strong that it brought the entire globe to a standstill. A new type
of corona virus, SAR-CoV-2, emerged in China in December 2019, quickly spread around the
world, causing millions of deaths. By March 2020, all European countries had reported cases of
SAR-CoV-2, and the numbers were growing exponentially. According to the World Health
Organization (WHO), by May 2023 SAR-CoV-2 had caused 6921614 deaths'. To stop the spread
of the virus, people were forced to stay in their homes. The health crisis quickly turned into a very
dramatic crisis that affected everyone's daily life. The economic, social and labor effects of the
pandemic continue to this day.

And, as if it this was not enough, a new military conflict started in February 2022. Russia
attacked Ukraine, indignating almost the entire world. A tense geopolitical climate has existed for
some time in the area, the EU and the others involved have adopted some restrictive measures
against Russia, their effects being visible both in the Russian economy, but also in the economies
of the other actors. But a war only brings losses, no matter who wins or is right at any given time.
There are hundreds of thousands, even millions of dead, and for the survivors it means hunger,
poverty, terror and a lot, a lot of pain, because their loved ones are dying before their eyes. And
then follows a long period of recovery, which is not at all easy for those left alive.

To this war, with some connection probably, ads in October 2023 the terrorist attack
against Israel, which disturbs the peace that same how existed in the Gaza Strip. Above the
geopolitical disturbs we again talk about loosing lives, hunger, poverty, terror and a lot, a lot of
pain for the survivors.

In this context, were the objectives of 2030 Agenda really assumed? We want a planet
without poverty and hunger, with people that are healthy, well educated, treated each other
without discriminations. We want for all the people to have acces to water, energy at a fair price,
decent work conditions, with reduced inequalities, smart comunities and a planet rich in resourses
for the next generations. Can we focus on this objectives instead of the political goals?

AGENDA 2030

The idea of sustainable development appeared in the 70s, more precisely in 1972, during
the Stockholm Environmental Conference, where the problem of serious degradation of the
environment was raised, degradation that was becoming an increasingly serious problem for the
future of humanity.

I https://www.consilium.europa.eu/ro/policies/coronavirus/
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The most popular definition of the concept of sustainable development it refers to a
“development that seeks to satisfy the needs of the present, without compromising the possibility
of future generations to satisfy their own needs.”

A landmark moment regarding the concept of sustainable development is the year 1992,
when the Rio Conference took place (UNCED - United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development). An impressive number of countries sent their representatives to this conference,
178 out of the 195 states of the world. About 120 heads of state and about 20000 non-
governmental representatives participated, this being considered one of the largest high-level
meetings organized on environmental issues. The Rio Declaration on Development and the
Environment resulted, a document with 27 principles according to which: “People have the right
to a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature; nations have the sovereign right to exploit
their own resources, but without causing destruction of the environment outside its own borders’?

In 2015, the United Nation General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, a package of 17 general objectives (SDGs) that cover the development of the entire
planet and that replaced the objectives which had been oriented more towards the development of
the poorest regions. The general picture is developed by another 169 sub-objectives intended to
detail the 17 general objectives, but more important by the development indicators associated with
the objectives.
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Figure 1. The SDGs 0f2030 Agenda. Source: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2015/12/sustainable-
development-goals-kick-off-with-start-of-new-year/

The first one is “No poverty”. It is about ending the poverty in all its forms for every
human being of this planet. Do we all know which are the poorest regions of the world are?
“South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa account for 80 percent of those living in extreme poverty”,
according to UNDP (United Nations Development Programme)®.

What is the definition of severe poverty and how the goal is measured? The goals and the
targets for 2030 are: to have no person living on less than $1.25 per day (an etalon for extreme
poverty); to reduce by half the poor population; to implement such social protection systems to
national levels, in order to help all poor and vulnerable people; to ensure “that all men and
women, in particular the poor and the vulnerable, have equal rights to economic resources, as well
as access to basic services, ownership and control over land and other forms of property,
inheritance, natural resources, appropriate new technology and financial services, including

2 https://www.anpm.ro/ro/dezvoltare-durabila

3 https://www.anpm.ro/ro/dezvoltare-durabila

4 “As the United Nations lead agency on international development, UNDP works in 170 countries and territories to

eradicate poverty and reduce inequality, helping countries to develop policies, partnering abilities, institutional

capabilities, and to build resilience to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. ” (https ://www.undp.org/about-us)
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microfinance™; to “build the resilience of the poor and those in vulnerable situations and reduce
their exposure and vulnerability to climate-related extreme events and other economic, social and
environmental shocks and disasters™®

According to the European Commission, in 2009, severe poverty was about the
deprivation of a household's inability to meet unexpected expenses; afford one week's holiday
away from home per year; to be able to avoid mortgage arrears, utility bills, etc.; allow yourself,
every other day, to eat a meal of meat (fish, chicken or vegetarian equivalent); to afford to touch
the hose warm enough; to afford a car for personal use; to afford a colour TV, a washing machine
and a telephone. From 2014 the criteria are 7 from the household's perspective and 6 more from a
person’s perspective. For the household EC uses the first six criteria mentioned above to which it
was added the item about replacing the worn-out furniture. From a person perspective the criteria
used to evaluate poverty are: affording to replace worn-out clothes; have two pair of properly
shoes; to be able to spend a small amount per week for him/herself, the “pocket money”’; have
regular leisure activities; get together with the loved ones, at least once a month, for a meal or a
drink; have internet.

In 1990 about 36 percent of the world’s population lived in extreme poverty, now it got
down to 10 percent, while 1.3 billion people live in multidimensional poverty. One person in
every 10 is living in poverty and half of those in poverty are under 18.”

The second SDG "Zero Hunger" is about eliminating all forms of hunger and malnutrition,
which means that everyone, especially children, should have access to food, nutritious food, all
the time. Extreme hunger is a barrier to development, so in order to achieve the goal, sustainable
agriculture should be promoted at the level of micro-farms, which should be facilitated to have
access to specific technology, to the market. According to UNICEF, the latest research shows that
about 735 million people are currently suffering from hunger, compared to 613 million in 2019,
the main causes of the increase being the military or terrorist conflicts, the pandemic and the
climate change. The regions in which people are suffering of hunger are: Latin America,
Caribbean Region, Africa and Central and East Asia, but Africa remains the most affected, where
one person out of five is suffering of hunger.

“Good health and well-being”, is the 3 SDG that aims to ensure a healthy life and
promote the well-being of everyone, regardless of income, age, race or gender. It aims to increase
the life expectancy of the population.

2019 2021

. 2019
World regions Gender Gender
All Male  Female | = All Male Female —2021
gap gap

1 | East Asia & Pacific 75.4 73.1 | 78.0 4.9 75.6 72.9 | 785 5.6 0.2
2 | Europe & Central Asia 74.4 711 | 777 6.6 72.9 69.4 | 76.4 7.0 -1.5
3 | Latin America & Caribbean | 75.6 724 | 787 6.3 72.1 68.8 | 75.6 6.8 -3.5
World 72.8 706 75.0 4.4 714 | 68.9 | 74.0 5.1 -1.4
4 | Arab states 72.1 70.4 | 739 3.5 70.9 68.9 | 73.1 4.2 -1.2
5 | South Asia 69.9 68.7 713 2.6 67.9 66.1 | 69.8 3.7 -2.0
6 | Sub-Saharan Africa 61.5 59.8 |  63.3 3.5 60.1 58.2 | 62.1 3.9 -1.4

Figure 2. Life expectancy by regions, an estimation of the analytical agency of the United Nations for2019 and 2021,
by default, the listis sorted by 2021. Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of world regions by life expectancy

3 Report of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators (E/CN.3/2016/2/Rev.1),
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/11803Official-List-of-Proposed-SDG-Indicators.pdf
¢ Report of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators (E/CN.3/2016/2/Rev.1),
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/1 1803 Official -List-of-Proposed-SDG-Indicators.pdf
7 https://www.undp.org/sustainable-development-goals/no-poverty
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According to the data above, there is a clear connexion between the first two SDGs and the 3™
one, meaning that the region with the lowest life expectancy is the region where the people suffer
more of hunger, and it has the largest population that lives in extreme poverty. “South Asia and
sub-Saharan Africa account for 80 percent of those living in extreme poverty”, according to
UNDP. In order to achieve the goal, the world should solve the problems related to: climate and
environment, the widening social and economic inequalities, the continuing burden infectious
diseases and the appearance of new ones.

The 4th Sustainable Development Goal aims to ensure equitable access to quality education
throughout life and increase the number of young people and adults with relevant skills for
employment. It aims to eliminate gender and income disparities in access to education. According
to the “Final list of proposed Sustainable Development Goal indicators”, by 2030 the world
should ensure: “that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and secondary
education leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes; that all girls and boys have access
to quality early childhood development, care and pre-primary education so that they are ready for
primary education; equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality technical,
vocational and tertiary education, including university; substantially increase the number of youth
and adults who have relevant skills, including technical and vocational skills, for employment,
decent jobs and entrepreneurship; the elimination of gender disparities in education and ensure
equal access to all levels of education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including
persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations; that all youth
and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and women, achieve literacy and numeracy; that
all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable development,
including, among others, through education for sustainable development and sustainable
lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global
citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable
development.”®

“Gender equality”, achieving gender equality and strengthening the role of women and girls in
society is the goal of this objective. According to UNDP there are more girls in school now
compared to 15 years ago, and most regions have reached gender parity in primary education.
Regarding works rights, there are still huge inequalities in some regions, where for the women is
systematically denied the same work rights as for men, where sexual violence and exploitation is
an important issue regarding women.

Developed economies
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Figure 3. The distribution of Inclusive Growth Index, gender equality component, by region, 2020. Source:
UNCTAD? SDG Pulse, Inclusive Growth Index. Source: https://unctad.org/data-visualization/persisting-regional-
gaps-gender-equality

8 Report of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators (E/CN.3/2016/2/Rev.1),
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/1 1803 Official -List-of-Proposed-SDG-Indicators.pdf
9 UNCTAD, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, “The persisting regional gaps in gender
equality”, 9 January 2023, https://unctad.org/data-visualization/persisting-regional-gaps-gender-equality
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It is very important to give women equal rights, to ensure them sexual and reproductive health,
and access to technology and the internet.

UNCTAD’s Inclusive Growth Index shows that there are wide gaps between countries and
regions regarding economic and social inequalities between women and men, that it is, in fact, a
problem that persist everywhere.

And what if our planet remains without water? Our planet is actually 70 percent water, but with
only 3 percent drinking water. According to UNDP “water scarcity affects more than 40 percent
of people, an alarming figure that is projected to rise as temperatures do. Although 2.1 billion
people have improved water sanitation since 1990, dwindling drinking water supplies are
affecting every continent.”'® The 6™ SDG is about ensuring availability and sustainable
management of water and sanitation for people all over the world. How to solved it: by providing
sanitation facilities, by investing in adequate water infrastructure, by educating people to use
water wisely without wasting a resource on which our life depends, but also encourage hygiene.
If we are to achieve SDG 7 by 2030 we have to invest in solar, wind and thermal power and
improve energy productivity. According to UNDP between the period 2000 - 2018 “the number of
people with electricity increased from 78 to 90 percent, and the numbers without electricity
dipped to 789 million.”!!

Through the objective “Decent work and economic growth”, the promotion of sustained economic
growth, open to all and sustainable, full and productive employment of the labour force and the
provision of decent jobs for all is aimed at. The number of workers living in extreme poverty has
fallen dramatically, despite the lasting impact of the 2008 economic crisis and global recession. In
developing countries, the middle class now accounts a bit over 34% of total employment.!?
However, as the global economy continues to recover, we are seeing a growing workforce, but
rising inequality and insufficient jobs.

What are the crucial drivers of economic growth and development? The investments in
infrastructure and innovation are, and building resilient infrastructure, promoting inclusive and
sustainable industrialization and fostering innovation is the way to go for it. The targets for this
SDG are: “to develop quality, reliable, sustainable and resilient infrastructure, including regional
and trans-border infrastructure, to support economic development and human well-being, with a
focus on affordable and equitable access for all; to promote inclusive and sustainable
industrialization and, by 2030, significantly raise industry’s share of employment and gross
domestic product, in line with national circumstances, and double its share in least developed
countries; to increase the access of small-scale industrial and other enterprises, in particular in
developing countries, to financial services, including affordable credit, and their integration into
value chains and markets; to upgrade infrastructure and retrofit industries to make them
sustainable, with increased resource-use efficiency and greater adoption of clean and
environmentally sound technologies and industrial processes, with all countries taking action in
accordance with their respective capabilities; to enhance scientific research, upgrade the
technological capabilities of industrial sectors in all countries, in particular developing countries,
including, by 2030, encouraging innovation and substantially increasing the number of research
and development workers per 1 million people and public and private research and development
spending”.!3

SDG 10 aims to eliminate inequalities in various areas that are manifested both within a country
and between states. One of the targets of this objective is the promotion of social, economic and
political inclusion, regardless of age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion or economic

10 https.://www.undp.org/sustainable-development-goals/clean-water-and-sanitation

I https://www.undp.org/sustainable-development-goals/affordable-and-clean-energy

12 https.://www.undp.org/sustainable-development-goals/decent-work-and-economic-growth

13 Report of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators (E/CN.3/2016/2/Rev.1),

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/1 1803 Official-List-of-Proposed-SDG-Indicators.pdf
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or other status, until 2030. It is also aimed at the progressive increase of incomes for 40% of the
lower limit of the population and the adoption of fiscal, salary and social protection policies, for
the progressive achievement of equality. But it seems that, income inequalities are in bad shapes
all over the world. According to Andrew Stanley from International Monetary Fund, “disparities
today are about the same as they were in the early 20th century”. The World Inequalities Report
released in march 2022 reveals that “the poorest half of the global population owns just €2,900 (in
purchasing power parity) per adult, while the top 10 percent owns roughly 190 times as much.
Income inequalities are not much better. The richest 10 percent today snap up 52 percent of all
income. The poorest half get just 8.5 percent.”!*

When we talk about “Sustainable cities and communities” the SDG 11 aims to make the cities and
the human settlements more inclusive, safer, more resilient and sustainable. The targets of 2030
Agenda for this SDG are: “to ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable housing and
basic services and upgrade slums, to provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable
transport systems for all, improving road safety, notably by expanding public transport, with
special attention to the needs of those in vulnerable situations, women, children, persons with
disabilities and older persons, enhance inclusive and sustainable urbanization and capacity for
participatory, integrated and sustainable human settlement planning and management in all
countries, to strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural heritage,
to significantly reduce the number of deaths and the number of people affected and substantially
decrease the direct economic losses relative to global gross domestic product caused by disasters,
including water-related disasters, with a focus on protecting the poor and people in vulnerable
situations, to reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of cities, including by paying
special attention to air quality and municipal and other waste management and to provide
universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public spaces, in particular for
women and children, older persons and persons with disabilities”.!> According to UNDP, about 50
percent of us are living in cities and by 2050 it is estimated that 6,5 billion people will live in
cities. So, it really is important how we develop our urban spaces.

“Responsible consumption and production”, the SDG 12, a sustainable development goal that
requires companies, policy makers, researchers and consumers to adapt to sustainable practices.
Adopting the circular economy helps us achieve this goal. By circular economy we mean an
economic model that is based on the sharing, reuse, repair, renovation and recycling of raw
materials and end products. According to The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2023, “the
material footprint per capita in high-income countries is 10 times the level of low-income
countries. The world is also seriously off track in its efforts to halve per capita food waste and
losses by 2030.” The report also highlights that “reporting has increased on corporate
sustainability and on public procurement policies, but has fallen when it comes to sustainable
consumption and monitoring sustainable tourism.”!®

Objective 13 of sustainable development provides for the taking of urgent measures to combat
climate change and its impact. To this end, the Green Climate Fund was established, which
provides funding to countries that want to increase their capacity to adapt to climate-related
natural hazards and prevent disasters caused by climate change. Due to climate-related disasters
annually it's recording hundreds of billions of dollars losses. The statistics shows that “between
1998 and 2017 killed 1.3 million people, and left 4.4 billion injured.” According to The
Sustainable Development Goals Report 2023, “The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) emphasizes that deep, rapid and sustained reductions in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

4 https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/fandd/ issues/ 2022/03 /Global-inequalities-Stanley
L Report of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators (E/CN.3/2016/2/Rev.1),
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/1 1803 Official -List-of-Proposed-SDG-Indicators.pdf
16United Nation, Department of Economic and Social Affairs (July 2023), “The Sustainable Development Goals
Report 2023~
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are essential in all sectors, beginning now and continuing throughout this decade. To limit global
warming to 1.5°C above pre- industrial levels, emissions must already be decreasing and need to
be cut by almost half by 2030, just seven years away.” !’

The SDG “Life below water” is about the conservation and sustainable use of oceans, seas and
marine resources. The world's oceans drive global systems that makes our planet habitable. It is
very important how we manage to control their temperature, chemistry, and life in order to
counterbalance the climate change effects. According to some facts and figures, oceans “absorb
about 30 percent of the carbon dioxide produced by humans, and we are seeing a 26 percent rise
in ocean acidification since the beginning of the industrial revolution. Marine pollution, an
overwhelming majority of which comes from land-based sources, is reaching alarming levels,
with an average of 13,000 pieces of plastic litter to be found on every square kilometre of
ocean.”!®

Sustainable Development Goal 15, “Life on land”, emphasizes the conservation and sustainable
use of water resources, the restoration of degraded lands and soils, increased afforestation,
biodiversity conservation and the protection of endangered species. According to The Sustainable
Development Goals Report 2023, the facts and figures for the- 15" SDG are showing that:
“between 2015 and 2019, at least 100 million hectares of healthy and productive land were
degraded every year, impacting the lives of 1.3 billion people and Agricultural expansion is the
direct driver of almost 90 percent of deforestation. This is in direct relation to our food systems,
and oil palm harvesting accounted for 7 percent of global deforestation from 2000 to 2018.”!°
SDG 16, “Peace, justice and strong institutions”, advocates for a peaceful and inclusive society, in
which human rights are respected, the most vulnerable benefit from protection, and access to
justice is ensured for all. Also, this objective aims to significantly reduce corruption, respect the
law and promote good governance at all levels of public administration. Some regions know
peace, security and prosperity, while others are in a permanent state of conflict, their population
living in terror, hunger and poverty. Annually, the Institute for Economics and Peace evaluates a
Global Peace Index (GPI) for 163 countries, releasing a report on it. The 163 countries evaluated
account for more than 99.7% of the world’s population. “The factors analyzed in the report are
grouped into three different areas: Safety and Security, Ongoing Conflict, and Militarization. The
factors used to compile this report include: the number of internal and external violent conflicts,
level of distrust, political instability, potential for terrorist acts, number of homicides, and military
expenditures as a percent of GDP. A score is calculated for each of the 163 nations featured in the
report based on these factors. The higher the score, the more dangerous the country is and the
lower it ranks in terms of safety.”?® According to the 2022 GPI report, the most dangerous
countries in the world are: Afghanistan, Yemen, Syria, Russia, South Sudan, DR Congo, Iraq,
Somalia, Central African Republic, Sudan, Ukraine, North Korea, Libya, Mali, Ethiopia,
Venezuela, Pakistan, Burkina Faso, Turkey and Colombia. These countries have scores between
2.729 and 3.554, while the world’s safest countries have scores between 1.1 and 1.438.

Goal 17, “Partnerships for the goals”, calls for a global partnership, which involves international
collaboration and financing to achieve all the sustainable development goals contained in the 2030
Agenda. This goal highlights the importance of global macroeconomic stability and the need to
mobilize financial resources for developing countries from international sources, as well as
through the strengthening of internal revenue collection capacities. The importance of fair rules in
the governance of international trade is also emphasized. The targets for this SDG are divided in
five sections: finance, technology, capacity building, trade and systemic issues. Regarding

17 https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change/
18https://www.undp.org/sustainable-development-goals/below-water
Dhttps://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp -content/uploads/2019/01/Goal-15-Fast-Facts.pdf
20https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/most-dangerous-countries
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finance, the targets are: “to strengthen domestic resource mobilization, including through
international support to developing countries, to improve domestic capacity for tax and other
revenue collection; for developed countries to implement fully their official development
assistance commitments, including the commitment by many developed countries to achieve the
target of 0.7 per cent of gross national income for official development assistance (ODA/GNI) to
developing countries and 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI to least developed countries; ODA
providers are encouraged to consider setting a target to provide at least 0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI
to least developed countries; to mobilize additional financial resources for developing countries
from multiple sources; to assist developing countries in attaining long-term debt sustainability
through coordinated policies aimed at fostering debt financing, debt relief and debt restructuring,
as appropriate, and address the external debt of highly indebted poor countries to reduce debt
distress; to adopt and implement investment promotion regimes for least developed countries.”
For technology the 2030 Agenda sets the targets such as: “to enhance North-South, South-South
and triangular regional and international cooperation on and access to science, technology and
innovation and enhance knowledge-sharing on mutually agreed terms, including through
improved coordination among existing mechanisms, in particular at the United Nations level, and
through a global technology facilitation mechanism; to promote the development, transfer,
dissemination and diffusion of environmentally sound technologies to developing countries on
favourable terms, including on concessional and preferential terms, as mutually agreed; to fully
operationalize the technology bank and science, technology and innovation capacity-building
mechanism for least developed countries by 2017 and enhance the use of enabling technology, in
particular information and communications technology.” For capacity building the target is to
“enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted capacity-building in
developing countries to support national plans to implement all the Sustainable Development
Goals, including through North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation.” Regarding the
trade the targets are: “to Promote a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable
multilateral trading system under the World Trade Organization, including through the conclusion
of negotiations under its Doha Development Agenda, to significantly increase the exports of
developing countries, in particular with a view to doubling the least developed countries’ share of
global exports by 2020; to realize timely implementation of duty-free and quota-free market
access on a lasting basis for all least developed countries, consistent with World Trade
Organization decisions, including by ensuring that preferential rules of origin applicable to
imports from least developed countries are transparent and simple, and contribute to facilitating
market access.” Regarding the systemic issues we have to: “enhance global macroeconomic
stability, including through policy coordination and policy coherence; enhance policy coherence
for sustainable development; respect each country’s policy space and leadership to establish and
implement policies for poverty eradication and sustainable development; enhance the Global
Partnership for Sustainable Development, complemented by multi-stakeholder partnerships that
mobilize and share knowledge, expertise, technology and financial resources, to support the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals in all countries, in particular developing
countries; encourage and promote effective public, public-private and civil society partnerships,
building on the experience and resourcing strategies of partnerships; enhance capacity-building
support to developing countries, including for least developed countries and small island
developing States, to increase significantly the availability of high-quality, timely and reliable
data disaggregated by income, gender, age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic
location and other characteristics relevant in national contexts; and to build on existing initiatives
to develop measurements of progress on sustainable development that complement gross domestic
product, and support statistical capacity-building in developing countries.”?!

2IReport of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators (E/CN.3/2016/2/Rev.1),
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/1 1803 Official -List-of-Proposed-SDG-Indicators.pdf
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CONCLUSIONS

The world is more and more tense, more and more conflictual. The states haven’t fully recovered
after the global economic crisis of 2008, and experienced a health crisis, in 2020, which became
the worst one in human history. It could not be said that the health crisis was officially ended and
the war against Ukraine astonished the world at the beginning of 2022. The war didn’t end either
that in October 2023 a terrorist attack against Israel, disturbs the pace that same how existed in the
Gaza Strip. And it seems that every forgot- about the excessive population growth, the
environmental degradation caused by the excessive pollution, the suffocation of overpopulated
cities, the depletion of non-renewable resources, the melting glaciers, and so on, which become
highly important priorities since 2030 Agenda. As some objectives have evolved, it would seem
that the 2030 agenda has been put aside, has been forgotten.

If the Agenda were approached from the perspective of the fact that reaching some objectives
automatically attracts the rest, perhaps much progress will be achieved. For example, poverty is
caused by social exclusion, increasing inequalities, unemployment, diseases which prevent people
on being productive, prevent them from attending school, and so on. Then, by reducing
inequalities, both within a country and between countries, requires having access equitable to
resources, investing in education, combating discrimination, implementing social protection
measures, supporting marginalized groups, etc.

But, it seems “disparities today are about the same as they were in the early 20th century”. The
World Inequalities Report released in march 2022 reveals that “the poorest half of the global
population owns just €2,900 (in purchasing power parity) per adult, while the top 10 percent owns
roughly 190 times as much. Income inequalities are not much better. The richest 10 percent today
snap up 52 percent of all income. The poorest half get just 8.5 percent.”

There are objectives in which progress has been made, but, all in all, to achieve the sustainable
development objectives, more action, more ambition, more international cooperation is needed.
Every each of us, can do something about it, like: donate what you don't use; don't waste food,
protect yourself and your family from getting sick and so you contribute to the general public
system health; help the people vulnerable or marginalized from your community to read and
write; do not accept any form of harassment; avoid wasting water; use energy efficient appliances
and economic bulbs; buy from environmentally responsible companies that offer equal
opportunities; reuse and recycle various materials; do not accept discrimination and report any
case of discrimination; use more the bike or walk; inform yourself and your friends about climate
change; avoid using plastic to protect the life below water; plant a tree and protect your
environment; vote and choose leaders; learn more about the sustainable development goals and
get involved. And these are only a few examples. Because if we don't care and we don't act now,
“the 2030 Agenda will become an epitaph for a world that might have been.”?
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